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Dubai, 7 February 2011 
 
To the European Chess Union Board, 
 
Dear Mr. President, 
 
It was unfortunate that you were unable to attend your first FIDE Presidential Board Meeting in 
Antalya. We discussed  many subjects where your input would have been very much appreciated, 
particularly the discussion regarding European Women Individual Championship, which is part of 
the World Championship cycle covered by FIDE regulations and therefore of interest to FIDE.   
 
I would like to remind you that it was FIDE who requested the change of dates because of the clash 
with the Doha Women Grand Prix and, if you wish to allow late registrations, it is obvious that 
there are extra costs for the organisers and it is reasonable they should charge for these. Also, the 
players have been preparing to play in March and have cleared their calendars in order to do so.  
 
For the first time in history, there have been offered prizes for the womenôs championship, which 
are higher than the open championship and an agreement had been made for two years with these 
high prizes.  
 
I am asking you to accept the original offer of the Turkish Chess Federation and hold the event in 
March. If there are important reasons that my request is not accepted, I would ask you to discuss 
other dates with Turkish Chess Federation and in any case FIDE PB expects the prize fund to be not 
less than the original offer of Turkish Chess Federation.  
 
I have authorised Mr. Nigel Freeman to contact you and discuss this matter in order to finalise a 
solution.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 

 
Kirsan Ilyumzhinov 
President 


